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PARASHAS KORACH

orah son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi separated himself, with Dathan and Abiram,

sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth, the offspring of Reuben. 2 They stood before Moses
with two hundred and fifty men from the Children of Israel, leaders of the assembly, those sum-
moned for meeting, men of renown. ? They gathered together against Moses and against Aaron
and said to them, “It is too much for you! For the entire assembly — all of them — are hgly and
HASHEM is among them; why do you exalt yourselves over the congregation of HAsHEM?"

4 Moses heard and fell on his face.

5 He spoke to Korah and to his entire assembly, saying, “In the morning God will make known
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n5-13 — Son of Levi. Korah's genealogy stops with Levi, and
omits the name of Jacob, because the Patriarch prayed on
his deathbed (Genesis 49:6) that his name not be associated
with Korah's assembly (Rashi). It is axiomatic that the con-
spiracy of a Korah must have had its roots in a failure of his
forebears — righteous though they were — to eradicate
subtle inclinations toward evil. The intent of Jacob's prayer
was that he be free of any such seditious tendencies, and the
fact that his name is omitted here is proof that his righteous-
ness was without flaw (Gw Aryeh). Indeed, the Sages
homiletically expound that the names of the people men-
tioned here contain allusions to previously existing seeds of
the evil that blossomed with Korah (Sanhedrin 109b).

In the momning. By telling them mar uou would
respond in the morning Moses tried to gain time (Rashi),
hoping that they would come to their senses in the interim,
during which he tried to appeal to them to desist (see vs.
8-12).
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6 WHAT DID KORACH WANT?
The Ascendancy of the Levi'im

In Parashas Acharei, we explained that just as we grapple with our drives, so
do tzaddikim. However, while our desires rise from our lower instincts, the
passions of tzaddikim are to draw near to Hashem and to bring the era of
Mashiach.

~ This is what motivated the 250 people who brought ketores. They knew

that they would die, but their desire for nearness to Hashem superseded
their survival instinct. However, they sinned as it is forbidden to do any-
thing that hastens death. As the pasuk puts it: Drivn nbxy DXwI —
“These who sinned against their own soul” they sinned by offering their
lives in coming too close to Hashem.

~/ Korach was driven by his great desire to bring Mashiach. Kohanim per-

form the avodah and Levi'im are secondary, assisting in the avodah through

singing and guarding the doors. During the forty years in the wilderness,
they also carried the Mishkan and its vessels during the travels.

¥ Levi’im are adjuncts to the Kohanim because of what each of them
represents. The Levi'im correspond to the Middah of Gevurah and the

_ Kohanim to Chesed. Until the world becomes a perfect place, Gevurah
needs to be contained in service to Chesed,

. o 7 )

Gevurah cannot be allowed to dominate, because it demands Din,

flawless justice and perfection. As long as we are imperfect, the de-

mands of Gevurah, in its fullness of strength, would cause constant

sufferings and punishments, hampering our ability to grow and evolve

through the trial and error that is the path of imperfect people. We need

a lot of Chesed, compassion, and our failures to be ignored, in order to

find our way.
~/ Butthe world of Gevurah, of perfection and awe, is a beautiful place. It

is superior to a world of Chesed.® Therefore, when Mashiach comes, and we

will all have been perfected, the world will be run through the channels

of Gevurah. Then, we will blossom through its heightened sweetness. It is

only now that Gevurah being dominant is too dangerous.

o Korach, the most eminent of the Levi’im, was not satisfied with the

Kohanim being primary. They were ascendant only because the world was

imperfect; Mashiach was not here. Korach's tremendous desire: 071y 1309

79 misna — “to rectify the world with the Malchus of Hashem,” caused

him to err and demand the avodah for the Levi'im.
—-ﬁ When Mashiach comes, the Arizal teaches: D790 onsm — “The

)

Kohanim the Levi'im”?; i.e., the Levi'im will be the Kohanim. The Kohanim

won't lose their position, but they will be joined by the Levi'im. And
Korach will be the Kohen Gadol along with Aharon.
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Complete Equality

Korach did not only want the ascendancy of the Levi'im, he also com-
plained: 7 5np Sy wiwinn prim ‘0 03Ny 0WTR o323 n1y0 52 0 — “The en-

tire congregation is holy and Hashem is among them; why are you raising
yourselves over the congregation of Hashem?”'? Korach fought against the

A\ - k. B ) —
Rebbi, his spiritual source, and he needed to remain connected in order to
be able to derive his spiritual nourishment."®
~/ Korach so badly wanted to bring Mashiach, but instead he delayed it;
he wanted to hasten the rectification of the moon, but instead, prolonged
its state of diminishment. The sin of machlokos shatters everything, push-
ing off the rectification of Creation.

leadership of Moshe and Aharon because in the future, when Mashiach

Ecomes. there will no longer be human leadership among Jews.

As Yirmiyahu HaNavi predicted:!

WRT YT I UK T ﬂr;'?j 91 ... MaRaK 035 YY1 02773 TR NX R

09173 TP DIURRS MIK T 0513 13 /N MK 1T NG IR 1K
“I will put My Torah within them, and upon their hearts 1 will write
it... A man will no longer teach his friend and a man his brother saying,
'Know Hashem.' Because they will all know Me, from their smallest to
their greatest.”

~/Korach yearned for this period when there would be complete equal-

ty. He wanted to hasten the era of the redemption when the teacher- R¥ —

tudent relationship will be abolished.

v —

BSS WHERE DID KORACH GO WRONG?

Korach was holy, he was lofty, he had noble intentions, but he made crit-

*u:al errors. Primarily, he erred in timing. In order for the world to be run

according to Gevurah, in order for there to be equality, the people would

~J need to have completed the process of self-perfection. If Gevurah is man-

ifest too soon, it leads to destruction. All those who have not yet made it

would be lost. Hashem will not bring the Olam Hatikkun until every last

soul has been rectified, cleansed and included.
This is what Moshe Rabbeinu told Korach and his people; i:lj? 1, it’s
too much. The reason you cannot be leaders right now is not because you

’)\9\ RISING FROM THE GROUND

Chazal'® see in Chanah HaNeviah's shirah that Korach will rise from
Gehinnom: 5y SIXG T7in: “He lowers into the abyss and He raises 217 Rashi
notes that her son, Shmuel, was a descendant of Korach

X And it is precisely on each Rosh Chodesh, when the moon begins to
grow again, symbolizing its eventual complete tikkun when jealousy will
disappear, that the congregation of Korach comes closer to their tikkun.
The Gemara relates the story of an Arab who showed Rabba bar Bar
Chanah the place where Korach and his people were buried. He told him
that every Rosh Chodesh they can be heard calling out: in7in1 nay nwn

»are too small, but because you are too big. If you become the leaders right
naw, it will destroy the world.

And because the world was not yet ready for perfection, there was

another blemish that doomed Korach: jealousy. As explained in Parashas

Shemini, all imperfection in the world is rooted in the diminishment of the

. moon. The diminishment of the moon came about because it was jealous

(of the sun. While it requires very advanced philosophical understanding
to get an inkling of what it means that the moon was jealous of the sun, it
is quite simple and easy to see how much jealousy there isina world where
the moon is diminished.

® And Korach did not realize. He did not realize that while his conscious

intentions were l'shem Shamayim, for Hashem’s sake, there were subcon-

scious streaks of jealousy that tarnished them. He was jealous that El:tzafan

ben Uziel had been appointed leader, and that he had been skipped over."*

Y| And there was another critical error that Korach made. He understood
that his neshamah was higher, loftier, than Moshe's and Aharon’s. He was
a Messianic soul and when Mashiach comes, he will be a Kohen Gadol.
He thought that since he’s higher than Moshe Rabbeinu, he could rebel

)

against him.
He didn’t realize that which Rabi Akiva did. As discussed in Parashas
Pikudei, Rabi Akiva was able to expound secrets of the Torah that were

too lofty for Moshe Rabbeinu to understand. However, when his students

asked him, “From where do you have these halachos?” he responded, “They
are a halachah to Moshe from Sinai.”
Rabi Akiva understood that even though he was higher than Moshe

Rabbeinu, he was rooted in Moshe Rabbeinu; Moshe Rabbeinu was his

“Moshe is true and his Torah is true.”®
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OF ALL THE MONTHS, there is none as harsh as Tamuz. The
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letters of its tziruf are completely backwards and are at the
end of the words (see Understanding Tzirufim). Yet there is
something startling about Tamuz’s tziruf — it comes from
the megillah.

After Mordechai snubbed Haman, refused to bow to
him, and even showed him the shoe where it was written
that Haman was Mordechai’s slave, Haman decided to kill
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. the exchange and called over the offended party. “Let me

I WY PEo B3pap K. F“J ask you a question,” he said. “The Gemara says that.
::Z} ‘J::n ’i?i:i”:’:;wbn;; :::’n.ri:; "'qz::?\dgngerusa!em was destroyed because people insisted on adher-
: ing to the letter of the law. Because people insisted on the
R A5 R BN RRnN GOk DR 3 exact letter of the law, they refused to bend or give an inch.
;;an n:m}”,]’"m o mD;’ i They insisted on their full rights. But what does this mean?
OD’;:: ’:_;:war: ;nf;’;f? D:L':i: ]:-;: Doesn't the Prophet tell us that it was destroyed because of
170 BoAER 995 b B T i:’ ; the prevalence of idolatry, bloodshed and adultery? I'll tell
YE 0 TR R you what it means. If the people in Jerusalem had been will-
S ing to forgive each other, then the Almighty would have for-
e given them even for the horrendous sins of idolatry, blood-
230D, shed and adultery. What caused the downfall of Jerusalem?

“Y Its people’s refusal to foraive.” -
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